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states within the State.1 The present tendency is to replace the
title of Director by that of Chief Education Officer. The Act of
1944 tightens the control of the Ministry over the local authorities,
but at the same time the latter are left with a considerable amount of
freedom and initiative. Hence reorganisation is not left until the
local authority chooses to make a move. By 1st April 1946, every
authority was instructed to make a survey of the immediate and
prospective needs of its area in regard to primary and secondary
education and to submit its development plan to the Ministry.
Many L.E.A.s found that the tune granted for the preparation of
their development plans was insufficient. Circular 90 of 1946
granted an authority permission to apply for an extension up to
three months, or even longer in special cases. Thus the London
County Council asked for an extension of one year. The
development plans are drawn up in relation to the statutory
system of education, which is organised in three progressive stages
of primary, secondary, and further education, and it is the duty of
each L.E.A. to contribute towards the spiritual, moral, mental,
and physical development of the community by securing efficient
education at each stage throughout its area. Thus the views ex-
pressed by the Hadow and Spens reports have been given official
sanction, and the term "elementary," long out of date, has now
disappeared. The managers and governors of voluntary schools are
consulted before development plans are submitted for the Ministry's
approval. When the Minister has approved the development plan,
he will issue a local education order by which it is given statutory
force. The development plans for many areas have already received
the Ministry's approval.
The dual system has been retained, but the provided and non-
provided schools of the Act of 1902 are replaced by the titles
"county** and "voluntary" respectively. The voluntary schools
fall into three groups, primary and secondary schools being
represented in each group. The smallest class, numerically, consists
of special-agreement schools which had been sanctioned by the
Act of 1936.
The agreements entered into under that Act are honoured and
may be carried into effect. Aided schools are those in which the
governors or managers have agreed to meet fifty per cent of the costs
of improvements or alterations to the school buildings to bring the
1 In the north of England, the directors of certain local authorities were
known amongst teachers as the "Big Four."